


 

Elizabeth Scheu  
Principal  
Burnie Campus 
 

Phone 6430 9000 
Email: burnie@leighland.tas.edu.au 

ULVERSTONE CAMPUS 

8 December - Year 9 End of Year Celebration 

8 December - Primary and High School Celebration Services 

9 December - Year 6 Graduation Day and activities 

9 December - Year 9 End of Year Celebration 

12 December - Primary Praise & Worship Assembly 

12 December - Primary Picnic in the Park 

12 December - Year 8 Decathlon 
 

BURNIE CAMPUS 

7 December - Year 6 Dinner 

12 December - Burnie Celebration Service 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL 
13 December - Last day for students 

14 December - Last day for Teachers 

16 December - Last day Office 

POINTS 

POINTS 

For rest and refreshment over the holiday period 

For our Year 6 students and their graduation into Year 7 

For a safe Christmas holiday period as there will be lots of travelling 
around Tasmania, other states, and countries 

For the Senior Leadership Team as they wrap up the year and plan 
for next year 

Natasha Mackinnon 
Senior Principal 
Ulverstone Campus 
 

Phone 6425 0999 
Email: admin@leighland.tas.edu.au 



I absolutely love Christmas. I love the gift buying, I love to view 
Christmas lights, I go mad decorating the house, but most of all, I 
love singing Christmas carols and Christmas worship songs. My 
favourite is Chris Tomlin’s arrangement of Joy to the World 
(Unspeakable Joy), especially the chorus: 
 

“Joy, unspeakable joy 
An overflowing well 
No tongue can tell 

Joy, unspeakable joy 
Rises in my soul, never lets me go” 

 

I love it so much because when I sing the words, I feel drawn 
into God’s presence. For me it’s like heaven is touching earth. It 
fills me with so much joy and connection with Jesus, and brings 
so much renewed thankfulness for my relationship with my 
Saviour Jesus.  
 

This holiday (holy day) season celebrates Christ, the Saviour, the 
Redeemer for anyone in any time, in any place, who would trust 
in His name. God became a human being so that we can know 
God on a human level. In every generation since, people have 
come to know — you and I can know; know the living Lord, know 
the eternal God through faith in Christ this Christmas. The 
gracious invitation to personally know the Lord, the Saviour, is 
there for you and for me. God wants for you to know it as well. If 
you haven’t connected with a church as yet and would like to 
have a suggestion of where to connect this Christmas, please call 
the school office and we will point you in the right direction.  
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.” 

(John 3:16) 
 

Wishing all of our Leighland Christian School community a 
wonderful, blessed Christmas and a safe and happy new year. 
See you in 2023! 
 

Staff Farewells 

The end of each year in a school brings with it farewells. This 
year we would like to farewell Kate Kinch (Ulverstone Learning 
Support Aide), Elizabeth Lovelock (Burnie Campus Teacher), 
Stewart and Chris Gane, Claire Walker, Dana de Wilzem, Elysia 
Beard, Claire Sykes (Ulverstone Campus teachers) and Laura 
Gerlach who will be taking parental leave. We have appreciated 
their gifts and passion they have brought to Leighland over 
many, many years of service. Students, staff, and families will 
miss you all and we pray for God’s blessing on your future 

endeavours.   

Gratitude to our School Board 

The end of year also provides an opportunity to acknowledge 
the countless volunteer hours our school board provides in the 
area of governance for our school. We are so grateful to you all 
for the wisdom and skills that you bring to governing Leighland 
Christian School. On behalf of the Leighland Christian School 
community, we acknowledge the service of James Hills (Board 
President), Kent Townsend (Vice President), Michael Stewart 
(Treasurer), Laura Anderson, Matthew Atkins, John de Jong, 
and Steve Davis. May God bring you rest and refreshment this 
Christmas season. Your efforts and time are so greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Special celebration for Stewart and Chris Gane 

The time has come to farewell Stewart and Chris Gane, a 
couple who have been faithful collectively for 61 years in 
service to Christian Education on the northwest coast of Tassie. 
This is quite extraordinary, and they deserve to be honoured. 
We are looking forward to an afternoon tea next Monday to 
celebrate their service to our community. If you have not 
signed up to join in the festivities please email Rebecca  
r.hall@leighland.tas.edu.au 

 

 

Natasha Mackinnon 

Senior Principal  
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One of my favourite things to do this time of the year is to visit 
the Myer Christmas windows in Melbourne and spend precious 
time with my family. This year, the Myer windows are filled with 
Disney displays.  
 

“For 67 years, Myer Christmas Windows have been enchanting 
Australian families for generations. For 100 years, Disney stories 
have unlocked a special kind of wonder in our lives. Now, a piece 

of that magic has been brought to life across Myer's stunning 
Christmas windows.”  

(https://www.myer.com.au/mychristmas/christmas-windows.html) 
 

When we arrived mid-afternoon to see the windows, it was 
evident that we would have to wait until later in the day as the 
crowd had gathered and the queue was particularly long.  
Despite the 33 degree heat, families were happy to wait for 
extended periods of time to get a glimpse of the Disney 
Christmas magic.  Later that evening, we returned and were able 
to see the windows.  As we approached, we noticed a window 
without a crowd.  We wandered over to find a beautiful nativity 
scene.  We stood for a while, marvelling at the miracle of 
Christmas, the birth of our saviour, Jesus Christ.  The next 
window had a quote from Walt Disney, “It’s fun to do the 
impossible”.   A link between this quote and the Biblical story 
suddenly became evident.  So many times in the Bible, God did 
the impossible.  He made wine from water, walked on water, 
healed the sick, fed the 5000, calmed the storm and was raised 
from the dead.  With respect, I wonder if it is fun for God to do 
the impossible.  I wonder if there is anything more stunning than 
the birth of our Saviour, Jesus, and the miracles He performed.  I 
wonder if there will ever be anything comparable to the creation 
story.  Over and over again, we can read stories in the Bible of 
the impossible made possible because of a creative and loving 
God.  Our God is all knowing, all powerful and supremely good.  
He deserves all the praise and all the glory. 
 

This weekend, our Leighland Christian School LEGO League 
teams, the Techno Warriors and Techno Turtles, participated in 
the First LEGO League Southern National competition in 
Melbourne.  It was a fun time of team building, problem solving, 
competing and celebrating.  At the beginning of the day, the 
Leighland teams gathered with their coaches and parents in 
front of the venue and prayed for the day ahead.  They thanked 
God for the opportunity and asked Him to be with them.  During 
the day, the teams competed in the robot challenges, spoke to 
the judges about their robot designs, innovation projects and 
core values.  They cheered and encouraged other teams, danced 
on stage and collected mementos.  The closing ceremony was 
particularly exciting when it was announced that the Techno 
Turtles had won second place for innovation project and were 
invited to compete at the Asia Pacific Open Championship in 

Sydney next year.  There were gasps and squeals of 
surprise and delight as the team realised they were off to 
the internationals, and made their way on to the stage to 
be congratulated by all the volunteers running the event.  
This was soon followed up with the announcement that 
the Techno Warriors had won the Southern Nationals 
Championship and were invited to the Razorback Open 
Invitational in Arkansas, USA. As the enormity of both 
announcements started to set in, tears began to fall.  I wish 
there was a way to capture that level of excitement to 
share with you.  When the teams came off stage they 
gathered together with their coaches and parents and 
asked if they could pray.  We stood together, united as a 
whole team from LCS, as students led us in prayer, thanked 
God for the opportunity to be involved in LEGO League and 
gave Him all the praise and the glory.  Whilst the 
announcements were incredibly exciting, standing with the 
teams as they turned to God and acknowledged that He 
had helped them achieve what had seemed impossible 
only the day before, was humbling and very moving.  I will 
treasure these memories in the future and consider the 
last weekend a precious gift.  A gift that reminded me to 
keep my eyes on Him, to praise Him in all things and to 
never forget the miracle of Christmas. 
 

May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope, and 
the peace of His love at Christmas and always.  May God fill 
your life with love, joy, and peace this Christmas and 
throughout the New Year.  Sharing with you the Glory, the 
Wonder, and the Miracle of this Holy Season. 

 

 

Katrina McNab 
Assistant Principal - Primary 



 

LIBRARY BOOKS 
As we come to the end of another fabulous year, can I ask that everyone check at home for Library Books and Home Readers 

and please return these as soon as possible? 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in the Library next year! 

 

Thank you, Miss Goninon 

THANK YOU 
We would like to thank those in our school community who supported our Book Club program and our Book Fair in 2022. With 
the rewards we received through Scholastic we were able to purchase: My Place big book, five sets of decodable readers, two 
marble run kits, a magnetics kit and some wheels for our creations in STEAM and a dice game for each of our Year 5/6 classes. 

A special thanks to Cassandra Shepherd for coordinating this and also to Katarina Miller for running our book fair.                 
What a blessing this is to our school community. 

ORIENTATION DAY 
Friday 9 December 

This Friday, we will be holding an Orientation Day for new students who will start with us in 2023. Over the course of this day, 
we are also making time for our current students to move around the school to spend time in their new class spaces 

for one period.  



 

 

K-2 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

BURNIE CAMPUS 

YEAR 6 GRADUATION ASSEMBLY 
Today we farewell our Year 6 students. 

 After the graduation certificates, Bibles and testimonies were handed out we treated our parents to a 

morning tea. 

 Tonight there will be a special dinner to celebrate their last year of Primary School. 





 

 

LILY OVERTON  

Congratulations to Lily Overton who has been offered a scholarship 
to study at Iona University in New York for 2023 where she will 

pursue her athletic career and embrace the academic and sporting 
opportunities available to her.  

Lily applied to the University earlier this year and has been waiting 
patiently for permission to share her career opportunity with the 

school and wider community.  

We at Leighland Christian School are very proud of Lily and happy 
that she has secured this ‘dream come true’.  

We trust this will be a great blessing to her!  

 

Dianna de Deuge 

Careers Coordinator 

LEGO LEAGUE 
The Techno Warriors and Techno Turtles enjoyed an awesome time at the First LEGO League Nationals South on the weekend. 
They demonstrated gracious professionalism as they competed with more than 35 schools. The Techno Warriors received the 
Champions Award, the highest award at Nationals. The Techno Turtles won second place for Innovation Project. Both teams 
have been invited to participate in the international competitions in 2023. The Techno Warriors are heading to Arkansas in 

May and the Techno Turtles are heading to Sydney. Thank you to the 18 dedicated students, and their parents and coaches for 
making this season so successful! 

Mrs McNab 



 

 

LOST PROPERTY  

The end of the year is drawing near and our lost property bins are overflowing! Please check your child’s uniform 

and lunch items and ensure that you have everything with which you started the term! If you have anything 

missing, please come to the office and check our lost property table. We love to reunite lost items with their 

owners. Please remember to clearly name all items, no matter how small.  

Anything not claimed by the end of Term 4 will be either sold as preloved or donated to a local charity.  

PE EXTENDED  

Last week, both PE Extended classes went on an excursion to celebrate a fantastic year together. One group went to the pool 
and enjoyed a swim and a ride on the waterslide. The other group tried their hand at Mini Golf which was a lot of fun.  

 

Mr Steenson 
PE Extended Teacher 





 

 

VET STUDIES 2023 
To celebrate Kiara completing Year 1 of Certificate 2 in Animal Studies in VET this year, we visited the Tasmania Zoo where 

Kiara was able to speak with the Zoo Handler about pathways to work and enjoy interacting with the wide variety of animals 
the Zoo has on display! Kiara chose to have an encounter with the giraffes - which was just awesome. Kiara aims to complete 

the Certificate 2 qualification as a pathway to Animal Handling occupations.  

Dianna de Deuge 

Careers & VET Coordinator 

SCHOOL BASED TRAINEESHIP 
We are constantly growing here at The Hub, Play & Cafe and we have an opportunity for a School Based Traineeship for 2023. 

We will be offering a part-time traineeship in Hospitality Certificate 2 or Kitchen Operation Certificate 2. 

If you want to be part of our amazing team and get a great start in the hospitality industry. Please send your CV and cover 

letter to Melissa Gregory at thehub@gatewaycommunitycare.net.au by Friday 16 December 2022. 

VET STUDIES 2023 
A reminder to parents if your child is enrolling in a VET course next year, please make a time to meet with me to discuss the 

course fees and commitment expectations. Thank you. 

Dianna de Deuge 

Careers & VET Coordinator 



 

NAPLAN 2023  

The school would like to advise that the NAPLAN dates for 2023 will be Wednesday 15 to Monday 27  March. The school will 
run tests across both campuses for the annual NAPLAN program during this time. These tests are for students in Years 3, 5, 7 

and 9. Please note that these dates are earlier than they have been in the past with the Department of Education placing 
testing in Term 1 so that teachers and schools are able to access data earlier in the year. More information from the school 

about the specific dates and times for tests will be provided early in 2023. 

NEWSLETTER 2023 - NEW ONLINE FORMAT  

Next year, we are moving to an online Newsletter platform, iNewsletter. We are excited about this upgrade and hope you find 
it to be a more time saving and engaging viewing experience.  This platform will also provide us with the ability to include 

attachments and embed YouTube videos and links. It is also mobile phone and computer friendly.  

You will continue to receive an email notification once our fortnightly Newsletters have been published and they will also be 
available to view via our website and social media platforms.  

UNIFORM - NEW BUCKET HAT  

The Uniform Committee are excited to announce the introduction of a new reversible bucket hat which will be available at 
Back to School sales next year. 

The hat will be black in colour, printed with our Leighland logo and the reverse will be your child’s house colour and will have 
the name of the house printed on it.  New families to the school will be notified of their child’s house colour. 

The current green hats will be phased out but can be worn next year.  

Dates for Back to School Sales are: 

Burnie: Wednesday 25 January (12.00 – 6.00pm) 

Ulverstone: Tuesday 31 January (12.00 – 7.00pm) and Wednesday 1 February (10.00am – 12.00pm) 

 

Leighland  

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

CAREY 



 

PREP EXCURSION  

The Prep classes from Burnie and Ulverstone went on an excursion to the Don River Railway on Thursday 1 December. The 
students enjoyed looking at all the different trains, Thomas was a definite favourite, and then they got to go on the steam train 
out to Coles Beach. The Preps enjoyed eating cupcakes to celebrate Elizabeth's birthday and then exploring the beach, building 

sandcastles and watching the crabs. The weather was perfect and many of the students said 'This is the best day ever!' 
 

Miss Evans 
Prep Teacher 








